
tenacityWith events ranging from workshops, readings, writer labs and networking, the programme offers a wide variety of opportunities 

for writers to hone their skills with input and support from dramaturgs and theatre practitioners.

Delivered at venues across the West Midlands with support from regional theatres, activities include a 3-day devising theatre 

workshop, together with sessions on site-specific theatre, developing community plays and theatre-in-education. There will also 

be opportunities for writers to try out work in collaboration with regional actors.

So, if you’re a writer at any stage of your career looking to expand your portfolio, do get in touch and find out if there’s anything for you.

Script is the regional development agency for dramatic writers in the West Midlands. 
tenacity is supported by the National Lottery through Arts Council England, Shropshire County Council and Warwick District Council.

Forging a career as a playwright requires drive, determination and a certain degree of staying 

power. tenacit
y is a targeted development programme offering writers the chance to explore 

new ways of working in a creative, supportive environment.

te
na

ci
ty

For further information and booking details, contact Script at: info@scriptonline.net
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workshops
WRITING SITE-SPECIFIC THEATRE

Saturday 19th June 2010 (10am-5pm)

New Vic Theatre, Newcastle-under-Lyme

Led by Vanessa Oakes

From telephone boxes to abandoned warehouses, 

Site-Specific Theatre tests the boundaries of space, 

setting and audience expectation to explore, excite 

and entertain. This one-day workshop will look at 

how stories can emerge from locations and how 

spaces can affect and alter the meaning of words. 

It will also explore how a playwright can gain access 

to ‘alternative’ spaces and what practical issues need 

to be considered in development and performance.

Vanessa Oakes has worked on a number of site-specific 

shows and her recent plays include; I Am Active (Red 

Teapot), The Kindness of Strangers (Warwick Words), 

Lost in Paradise CV6 (Belgrade Theatre), A Body 

Moving Through (the estate), Live Like Us (Belgrade 

Theatre). Current projects include; a monologue 

for Paines Plough/Belgrade Theatre, dramaturg for 

The Piano Room (Symphony Hall, Birmingham) 

and a new play for Theatre in Action (Glasgow).

Cost: £50 (£40 concessions)

Booking: www.scriptonline.net/stage.html

THE MOVING BUS – DEALING WITH EXPOSITION

Saturday 26 June 2010 (10am-5pm)

The Drum, Birmingham

Led by Alan Pollock

A writer once described the results of effective 

exposition as akin to ‘stepping onto a moving bus’. 

Are we, as writers and theatre artists, too reliant on 

the goodwill of audiences? Shakespeare and his 

contemporaries could not count on the undivided 

attention of theirs. Their approach to engaging 

the interest of playgoers is direct and practical: 

messengers arrive, choruses speak, proclamations 

are uttered and characters tell each other things 

they would already know… Do contemporary 

theatre-makers have anything to learn from past 

approaches? Or should we look to the future – 

to monologue, narration and new media (digital, 

audio and visual) – to hit the ground running?

Alan Pollock is a playwright and dramaturg who is 

currently under commission at the Birmingham 

Rep. He was previously Literary Manager at the 

Manchester Royal Exchange and has delivered 

extensive workshops and mentoring schemes 

for theatre companies.

Cost: £50 (£40 concessions)

Booking: www.scriptonline.net/stage.html

WRITING THEATRE-IN-EDUCATION

Saturday 3rd July 2010 (10am-5pm)

Light House, Wolverhampton

Led by Arzhang Pezhman

Theatre-In-Education (TiE) is a growing area of 

employment for writers. A large number of 

companies in the UK specialise in developing and 

producing theatre for schools, building plays 

around a particular educational topic or debate. 

This one-day workshop will introduce participants 

to the fundamentals of writing for young audiences. 

Through the exploration of both theory and 

practice in playwriting, it will help participants 

develop a thorough understanding of writing for 

commission and writing to a brief. The aim of the 

workshop is to both develop writing techniques 

and the individual’s voice but also to consider 

playwriting as a vocation, specifically in education.

Arzhang Pezhman’s play Bolt-Hole was produced 

in 2006 at the Birmingham Repertory Theatre. 

He has also written a play for the Young REP, Tics, 

which was produced in 2005. Arzhang has also 

had his work produced by the Royal Court Theatre 

- Local (2000) and Come Around (2003). In 2003 

he was commissioned to write a full-length play 

Mother’s Day, which was performed by pupils at 

Wolverhampton Grammar School. He was also 

Writer-in-Residence at the Soho Theatre in 2006.

Cost: £50 (£40 concessions)

Booking: www.scriptonline.net/stage.html

DEVELOPING IDEAS FOR THE STAGE

Saturday 17th July 2010 (10am-5pm)

Pentabus Theatre, Ludlow

Led by Peter Roberts 

This one-day workshop will provide an introduction 

to the fundamentals of creating stories for the 

theatre. Writers will be able to explore how to 

structure scenes, develop character and plot and 

how to write effective dialogue. It will also look at 

the basic practicalities of putting your work on the 

stage. An essential toolkit to master the art and 

craft of playwriting.

 
Peter Roberts is a Royal Shakespeare Company 

award-winning writer with credits for stage, 

television, and radio. Stage plays include 

Education, Education, and Viking Tales for Derby 

Playhouse, Flying For Arthur, (Sherman Theatre, 

Cardiff) and Heart and Stone for New Theatre 

Works. His play-with-music, A Maid With A Lamp, 

based on the life of Florence Nightingale, is 

scheduled for Derby Theatre in May 2010. His 

adaptation of Sophocles’ Lysistrata is scheduled 

for production at Derby Theatre in 2011.

Cost: £50 (£40 concessions)

Booking: www.scriptonline.net/stage.html

WRITING COMMUNITY THEATRE

Saturday 31st July (10am-5pm)

Friends’ Meeting House, Warwick

Led by Stephanie Dale 

Part lecture, part practical-based exercises, 

this one-day workshop will explore what needs 

to be considered when writing large-scale plays. 

During the workshop, participants will look at text 

from past community plays and start to create 

new pitches for future productions. 

Stephanie Dale is a professional playwright, 

whose plays have been produced by Soho Theatre, 

LAMDA, Birmingham Repertory Theatre, and BBC 

Radio 4. She is a tutor on the MPhil in Playwriting 

Studies at the University of Birmingham, and also 

teaches at BSA, City University. She is currently on 

attachment at the Birmingham Repertory Theatre.

Cost: £50 (£40 concessions)

Booking: www.scriptonline.net/stage.html

DEVISING FOR WRITERS

Sunday 11th July, 10am-5pm 

Saturday 14th August, 10am-5pm

Sunday 15th August, 10am-5pm

The Drum, Birmingham

A three-day workshop exploring writing as part of

a devising process; writing that takes place during 

the making and rehearsing of a performance. 

The workshop will focus on rule-based text-

generating exercises, starting with simple games 

and discussions, and developing these approaches 

into material for performance. The workshop will 

culminate with an informal showing of some of the 

ideas and material developed over the three days.

Alexander Kelly is Co-Artistic Director of performance 

company Third Angel with whom he devises, 

directs, writes, designs and performs. Alex tours 

with Third Angel’s work throughout the UK and 

internationally; he has taught at universities across 

Britain and at the Gulbenkian Foundation in Lisbon.

To apply for a place, please email Hayley Boulton at 

info@scriptonline.net your contact details, a short 

biography and an outline (not more than 2 sides of 

A4) of why you would like to attend and how the 

workshop will help you at this stage in your career.

Any questions?

Please feel free to get in touch.

Email us at info@scriptonline.net or call on 0121 224 7415

development
WRITERS’ LAB: PITCH AND PUNT

Saturday 12th June 2010 (Pentabus Theatre)

Saturday 24th July 2010 (Heartbreak Productions)

In partnership with Equity Central England, 

Script is inviting up to 20 emerging and 

established writers to bring scenes, extracts or 

maybe just concepts from current works-in-

progress for professional actors to read, 

improvise and explore. The aim of the day is to 

provide an informal platform for writers to share 

ideas and projects, gain feedback, and network 

with other regional artists. Participants will be 

introduced to the work currently being 

developed and created in the region, and 

encouraged to explore potential collaborations.

To apply for a place, please email Hayley 

Boulton at info@scriptonline.net with a short 

biography and an outline of the idea you would 

like to bring along (giving an indication of length 

and number of characters).

networking
Our script reading service is open to writers at all stages of 

their careers to receive impartial advice and feedback from 

professional playwrights, screenwriters and directors. Writers 

will receive a detailed 2-3 page report on their script, offering 

constructive comments and guidance on where to go from here.

Fees
• Scripts up to 120 pages (double-spaced): £35 plus SAE

• Scripts over 120 pages (double-spaced): £55 plus SAE

• All prices are inclusive of VAT

How to submit your manuscript:

1. Visit www.scriptonline.net/resource.html and download 

a Submission Form and Monitoring Form.

2. Send this form with your script, plus a large SAE 

(for return of your script), and the correct fee 

(cheques payable to Script). 

Address: Script, Unit 107 The Greenhouse, 

The Custard Factory, Gibb Street, Birmingham, B9 4AA

3. Please do not put your name anywhere on the 

actual script. All reading is anonymous.

4. Please use double-spacing on one side of A4 and 

number all pages. 

5. Use a clear 12 point font.

6. Scripts must be typed. Hand-written scripts 

will be returned unread.

7. You should expect to receive your report within 

4-6 weeks. However, under certain circumstances 

it may take slightly longer.

8. Sorry, but we are unable to accept scripts by email.

Please Note: We cannot take responsibility for 

manuscripts lost in the post. Never send the 

only copy of your work.

script reading


